Long-term survival with ACTH-secreting carcinoma of the pituitary: a case report and review of the literature.
A 48-yr-old woman was evaluated 21 yr after receiving treatment for an ACTH-secreting metastatic pituitary carcinoma. She had been diagnosed with Cushing's disease 35 yr earlier at the age of 14 yr and had undergone bilateral adrenalectomy. Six years later she developed Nelson's syndrome, which was treated with resection of a pituitary adenoma followed by radiotherapy to the sella turcica. Eight years later she was found to have craniospinal metastases with three remote intracerebral lesions. Two of these lesions were surgically resected and stained positive for ACTH by immunofluorescence. She subsequently received whole-brain radiotherapy and is doing well 21 yr later with no lesions seen on magnetic resonance imaging and no evidence of recurrent metastatic disease. We present this case in detail along with a literature review of ACTH-secreting pituitary carcinoma.